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Introduction 

This submission addresses some of the political and administrative issues that have 
emerged as Australia grapples with bushfire and fuel management. 

I have provided this submission as a viewpoint based upon 45 years of involvement in 
bushfire research in Australia. This is not a rigorous review of the current knowledge 
of bushfire science but a personal and I hope expert opinion on the very important 
role of fire in the Australian environment. 

Background 

About 1980 CSIRO closed down one of its two dedicated bushfire research groups 
and actively discouraged any remaining bushfire research. The grounds for this policy 
was that fuel reduction burning had effectively solved this serious Australian problem. 
It was also considered that the major factors determining fire spread were now 
understood. 

The inescapable fact is that if he1 builds, as it does, to dangerous levels a 
conflagration must result at some time in the future. Frequent mild fires in the 
appropriate forest types as practiced by the aboriginal people removes the forest fire 
phenome~la as a problem. Scientifically this assessment was correct. 

Unfortunately CSIRO was not very successful at achieving the application of its 
scientific advances and the lack of support for the application of fuel management 
lead to its demise as an effective enviknmental tool. 

For almost three decades State and Commonwealth governments have been warned of 
the potential of a 1939 repeat fire disaster. Those warnings by fire managers and fire 
researchers have been ignored, discounted or discredited. Well the disaster is here, the 
response has been to deny, hide and deceive. There has been no acceptance of 
responsibility or action other than spin and deception and a policy of silence. An 
illustratioil of the extent of this deception was the on air comment from an award 
winning ABC journalist who has become an apologist for the Victorian CFA. He 
referred to the most damaging forest fire in Australia ever as 1.3 million hectares of 


























